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Standard Length of  
Course3   

4 years full -time (with Professional Placement/with 
Professional Placement and Study Abroad/with Study 
Abroad)  

Intended Award   BA (Hons) English (with Professional Placement)  
BA (Hons) English (with Professional Placement and Study 
Abroad)  
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studies, such as young adult fiction, autobiography, and adaptation. The course allows 
students to create bespoke personal learning pathways in creative writing and linguistics. The 
creative writing pathway is founded on the power of the spoken and written word to transform 
individual lives and perspectives. Students are involved in the practice of reading, researching 
and writing, and have the opportunity to create a portfolio of published work, including poems, 
short stories, flash fiction, and novellas. In the linguistics pathway students engage in cutting 
edge research in linguistics, exploring topics such as language acquisition and disorders, and 
variation in spoken language. The pathway allows students to practise key skills in 
sociolinguistics, conversation analysis, psycholinguistics and literary linguistics. The course 
is delivered by highly qualified lecturers and practitioners. As well as academic and creative 
skills, students gain valuable work experience and professional recognition through 
established course partnerships with local schools, arts organisations, publishers, and 
regional theatres, and have the opportunity to enter exclusive writing competitions. Students 
develop core critical and creative capacities that are essential to succeed in a diverse and 
rapidly changing global environment.    

Course Aims   
The following aims describe what we aim to provide on the course and what a graduate of 
the BA (Hons) English at the University of Suffolk should know and be able to do.   

The aims of the BA (Hons) English are to:   
   

• Inspire enthusiasm for English and an appreciation of its past and continuing social, 
cultural, political and economic importance    

• Provide an intellectually stimulating experience of learning and studying, and 
opportunities for interdisciplinary and contextual approaches      

• Encourage students to reflect critically upon the acts of reading and writing and on 
the history of textual production and reception    

• Enable students to adopt a wide range of reading strategies, applied to their own work 
and the work of others    

• Support students in the development of their own writing, and develop their 
confidence through a critical, technical and creative understanding of the 
subject/craft/art and of their own creative process    

• Foster openness of mind, conceptual sophistication in argument and the ability to 
engage critically with a range of cultural forms and values    

• Provide a basis for further study in English or related subjects and for the teaching of 
English at all levels    

• Develop a range of subject-specific and generic skills of value in graduate 
employment, including high-order critical, analytic and research skills, and advanced 
competence in oral and written communication.     

 
Course Learning Outcomes   
The following statements define what students graduating from the BA (Hons) English course 
will have been judged to have demonstrated in order to achieve the award. These statements, 
known as learning outcomes, have been formally approved as aligned with the generic 
qualification descriptor for level 6 awards as set out by the UK Quality Assurance Agency 
(QAA)6
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Knowledge and understanding    

1    
Advanced knowledge and understanding of the range and variety of critical and 
theoretical approaches to the study of literature and/or language and central 
debates   

2    
Recognition of the multi-faceted nature of the subject discipline, and of its 
complex relationship to other disciplines and forms of knowledge     

3    
Development of new writing strategies drawn from critical reflection upon own 
writing practice    

Cognitive skills    

4    
Ability to synthesise and evaluate a diverse range of materials towards individual 
interpretations of themes, issues and debates in English studies     

5    
Skills of self-evaluation, intellectual independence, and ability to reflect on the 
research and/or creative processes    

Subject Specific and Practical Skills     

6    
Advanced critical skills in the close reading, description, analysis, and/or 
production of texts and other cultural forms    

7    
Ability to understand, interrogate and apply a variety of theoretical positions and 
weigh the importance of alternative perspectives    

Key Transferable Skills     

8    
Ability to articulate own and other people’s ideas concisely, accurately and 
persuasively both orally and in writing     

9    
Advanced research skills, including the ability to gather, sift and organise 
material independently and critically, and evaluate 
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Course Design   
The design of this course has been guided by the following QAA Benchmarks:   

    •  QAA National Benchmarks for English (2015)    

   
Course Structure   
The BA (Hons) English [with sandwich year] comprises modules at levels 4, 5 and 6.    
   
Module Specifications for each of these modules is included within the course handbook, 
available to students on-line at the beginning of each academic year.   
 

   
Module   Credits   

English  
Module  
Type 7   

Creative 
Writing 

pathway  

Linguistics 
pathway  

Level 4   

   
Reading Literature: Texts, Theories, 
Approaches    

40  R R R 

   
Exploring Language: Introduction to 
Linguistics   

40   R R R 

   Creative Writing Today   
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